
Confrontation 
2 Corinthians 10 

 

Two hundred and thirteen years ago, on July 11, 1804, two men faced each other in Weehawken, New 

Jersey. One was the grandson of the noted minister Jonathan Edwards; the other a product of a Scottish 

father and French mother who were not married. One was the Vice-President of the United States; the 

other had been the first Secretary of the Treasury. One endured the hardships of Valley Forge, the other 

was appointed as one of George Washington’s aides-de-camp. In the 1800 Presidential election, the first 

man received the same number of votes as Thomas Jefferson resulting an electoral tie. That placed the 

decision for President in the hands of the outgoing members of the House of Representatives. The House 

voted 35 times each resulting in a tie but on the 36th vote Jefferson became President of the United 

States. The former was a key player in swaying the vote in Jefferson’s direction. In 1804, the former 

conspired to deny the first the governorship of New York. Angry letters were exchanged between the 

two men. The final straw for the first was the publication of a letter that said the former had demeaned 

the first’s character.  The result, the first asked the former for an apology. Not receiving one, the first, 

Aaron Burr, the Vice-President of the United States and the former, Alexander Hamilton met to settle 

the issues. Aaron Burr along with his second, William P. Van Ness cleared the dueling ground of trash. 

Alexander Hamilton and his second, Nathaniel Pendelton arrived shortly before 7 AM. Hamilton’s shot 

missed the mark but Burr’s did not. Hamilton died 36 hours later after being shot at the same spot his 

son had lost his life in a duel in 1801.  
 

As we come to the last section of 2 Corinthians, Paul directly addresses his position as opposed to that of 

his adversary. He knows the war may have been won but the battle continues. The major rebellion had 

been quelled but the insubordinate minority needed reconciliation. Paul seems to address a specific 

individual (verses 7, 10, 11, 12, 18 and chapter 11:4). He may have been one of the false teachers or 

someone from Jerusalem but in either case Paul takes him on directly. This man and his followers 

demeaned Paul (1, 10), called him unrefined in speech (11:6), bold at a distance but a coward when 

present or a man with human motives (2), and not intellectually sound (11:16,17,19). They, on the other 

hand had new teaching (11:4) were boastful (7), insolent, aggressively greedy, violent (11:20, 21), 

intrusive (15) and an extremely dangerous influence on the Corinthian church (11:3) that had drawn 

many people into their camp (18; 11:8, 20; 12:13, 14). Paul’s opening statement, “Now I, Paul, 

myself…” reminds me of his earlier questions to the Corinthian church, “Are be beginning to commend 

ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or from you?”. Paul’s words 

reflected his God given position as an apostle, he needed no other. But he does not initially impose his 

apostolic position “but by meekness and gentleness of Christ” exhorts them to end their rebellious 

attitude, repent and be reconciled. Like any good leader in a battle, you don’t bring out the big guns 

when a calm word will suffice. If they would repent, Paul would not need to be bold in his confidence. 

But make no mistake, Paul was ready for battle armed with “the weapons of righteousness” (6:7).  
 

Ever since the garden of Eden, Satan has continually attacked God’s truth with lies, partial truths, and 

false prophets who expertly twist the truth of God leading many to follow the broad road that leads to 

eternal destruction and hell. Many have been lured away from God to follow the lie. Just like a fish that 

attacks what he believes will be a delicious meal only to find himself in the frying pan so it is with many 

who are walk in darkness. Some would say this is why the leaders of God’s people must be vigilant and 

they would be correct. However, everyone who bears the name Christian or follows Jesus Christ must 

also be vigilant. The watchman needs to sound the alarm, alerting the people of impending danger and 

the people must believe and act once the alarm is sounded. “Beware of false prophets, who come to you 

in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. (Mat 7:15; Zech 13:4). False teachers of all ages 

are living in the here and now as they pursue fame, fortune, notoriety, prestige, and power. In contrast, 

servants of Jesus Christ are ever looking heavenward knowing that self-commendation is meaningless 

and what really matters is what the Lord commends. Our life, our actions, our decisions and our desires 

need to be focused on hearing the Lord’s commendation, “Well done, good and faithful servant”. 



1.  How would you explain Paul’s message in the first two verses of Chapter 10. What is he saying 

and what is his method behind the message? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What is Paul’s battle plan and what are his weapons? What is the message contained in verses 

3-5?  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  According to verse 6, What is he ready to do and why is he ready to do it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Paul addresses the attributes and ways to recognize a man of God in the final 11 verses, we will 

address them in two sections. The first, verses 7-11. Make a list of the attributes and 

characteristics used to identify a man of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.    Paul addresses the attributes and ways to recognize a man of God in the final 11 verses, we 

will address them in two sections. The second, verses 11-18. Make a list of the attributes and 

characteristics used to identify a man of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


